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Prudent investors are mindful that most
opportunities only present themselves for a
short period of time, with focus diverted from
the capital in recent years other key UK cities
have come to the forefront.
Knowing when and where to invest in property
is the key to success, especially in a market place
that has become trickier to navigate as prices
continue to rise and trends can change
whimsically in the face of uncertainty.
There are several components that can often be
depended on to indicate if a location is a strong
investment prospect. We believe these UK
property hotspots should be at the very top of
every investors considerations when seeking
rental property in 2020.

BIRMINGHAM
The UK’s second city, Birmingham presents an excellent opportunity to investors
considering where to buy property in 2020. The city’s population is increasing at a fast pace
that is simply not being met by the supply of housing; the demand for rental property looks
set to continue to outstrip supply for many years to come.
There has been and continues to be considerable regeneration across the city along with
significant improvements to infrastructure and transport across the city and connecting to
the rest of the country.
Geographically Birmingham sits in a prime
location, being positioned in the middle of the
UK makes it easy to reach other key cities and
business hubs - a key attraction for many of the
companies who have moved their entire
operation or opened offices in the West
Midlands.
Birmingham National Library

Global real estate agency Knight Frank recently
reported that Birmingham is expected to
outperform all other UK cities over the next 5
years when it comes to investment prospects in
purpose built rental property. As a whole the
build-to-rent sector is predicted to be the highest
performing option for property investors.
Birmingham’s property price growth has been
staggering in recent years, almost a 20% rise over
the past 6 years, Knight Frank have predicted that
prices will increase by a further 12.5% by 2022.
With such impressive price growth investors
might be wise to consider Birmingham before the
figures aren’t quite so attractive.
ONE BHM Investment Opportunity
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MANCHESTER
At the heart of the Northern Powerhouse, Manchester has long presented a prime
investment opportunity and for many investors it’s sat on the radar for several years already
– so why is it an investment hotspot for 2020?
Manchester remains to be one of the most
popular places to live in the UK, in fact it was
recently named the most liveable city in the
country according to the Economist’s Global
Liveability Index, ranking 10 places higher than
London.
The index’s findings are supported by property
agency, Jones Lang Laselle’s findings that 2019
saw a 117% increase in people moving to
Manchester. The agency believes Manchester
appeals greatly to young professionals seeking
a big city life but cannot afford to live in
London.
Many companies have moved their operations
or opened offices in Manchester, recognising
the importance of having a base in the
northern part of the UK and direct access to a
pool of qualified and skilled employees. With so
many moving to the city for work there is
continually growing demand for housing.
A very established and attractive place to live
Manchester will continue to prosper and offer
opportunity to investors. In a more established
market such as Manchester the key for
investment success is finding the right rental
property.
Salford Quays
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LIVERPOOL
Liverpool is undergoing £14billion regeneration and huge improvements to infrastructure –
the city is set to be comparable to its northern neighbour, Manchester, in the coming years in
terms of popularity as a place to live in the UK.
Whilst Liverpool is fast becoming one of the
UK’s leading business destinations there are
vast plans for continued improvement.
Regenerating Liverpool, as set out by the local
government includes Ten Streets - plans for a
new creative quarter, The Knowledge Quarter –
already populated by many impressive
companies, the area focuses on the education,
research and knowledge sectors and there are a
further £1billion of new developments planned
for the area.
Overview of Baltic Residences

Liverpool is unique in terms of its history,
industry and the working docks which
are also set to see improvements and
regeneration in coming years – plans for
Liverpool waterside are exciting, not least
with plans for Everton football club’s new
stadium at Bramley-Moore Dock.
Infrastructure and transport in Liverpool
is similarly set for improvement with a
£250million overhaul of the road
network in and around the city.
Everton Stadium Projected Look

As with any location undergoing significant regeneration it’s important to not assume the
entire city presents the best opportunity; most investors rightly seek strong capital growth
over the long-term, in cities experiencing a period of change some areas will take much
longer than others to reach their full potential – knowing where to invest in Liverpool is
essential for success.
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LEEDS
Leeds population is growing at an extremely fast pace, supply of housing is not meeting the
current demand and with the population set to only increase further the demand for homes
will be even greater in the coming years – an opportunity for the savvy investor.
In terms of future prospects there is over £7
billion worth of development currently under
construction and in the pipeline. The city has
already seen considerable change and
regeneration with almost £4 billion having
been invested in large scale developments in
the city over the past decade. One particular
project set to have a huge impact on the city
overall is the regeneration of the South Bank.
Leeds economy is forecast to grow by 21%
over the next 10 years, with almost 40% of the
local economy’s output being generated by
financial and business services. The large
companies with operations in Leeds include
Asda Group, First Direct, Centrica, BT and
Direct Line Group.
The city is well connected via road, rail and
air; London Kings Cross is just over 2 hours
away on the train. Leeds is situated at the
intersection of the national motorway
network making it easy to reach many of the
country’s other business centres and
operation bases and Leeds Bradford is one of
the UK’s fastest growing airports.

Leeds Town Hall

Since the year 2000 property prices in Leeds have risen by 211% and are set to continue on
an upward trajectory with the planned regeneration and developments in the pipeline,
supporting position capital growth prospects. This combined with the demand for rental
property in the city fuelling buoyant rental yields; Leeds is rightly one of the property
investment hotspots for 2020.
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